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Headmaster’s Welcome

“The best advertisements for 

a school are its pupils, and if 

you ask current parents why they chose 

Kingham Hill for their son or daughter, 

they invariably speak of the impression 

that friendly, happy, and well-balanced 

characters made on them when visiting 

us. I’m delighted by your interest in our school, and I hope 

this prospectus provides a helpful introduction. The best way 

to understand us, however, is of course to visit Kingham Hill 

on a working day and to see for yourself. Please don’t hesitate 

to contact us to arrange an appointment. 

As Headmaster, I am personally committed to the 

Christian ethos of Kingham Hill, and I feel very privileged to 

lead a school with such a rich past and an exciting future.  

We pride ourselves on our commitment to the individual.  

Every pupil is valued and encouraged to develop their own 

character and talents to the full. Confidence and maturity 

are nurtured by experienced academic and pastoral staff, 

in an atmosphere of opportunity and enquiry, and excellent 

structures of care in a stunning country setting. 

Helping every pupil fulfil their academic potential has 

been a hallmark of our school for many years, and progress 

and success are fundamental to what we do. Education is, 

however, about so much more than qualifications, important 

though they are. The wide range of experiences and extra-

curricular provision on offer, in sport, music, drama and 

elsewhere, combined with our fine facilities, make for cheerful 

and self disciplined pupils who have an appetite for discovery, 

and an ambition to make their mark.” 

Nick Seward

“I feel very privileged to lead a school with such  

a rich past and an exciting future.”

Mis s i on  S ta t ement

To provide a safe, 

stimulating and supportive 

Christian environment in 

which all young people 

have the freedom and 

the opportunities to fulfil 

their unique potential 

academically, physically, 

socially and spiritually 

through dedicated, 

innovative and enthusiastic 

teaching and learning.
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Our Christian Ethos

All parents want the following for their children:  

a wholesome environment that promotes 

and instils strong moral values, encourages personal 

responsibility, and develops confident characters who 

have a concern for the needs of others. At Kingham 

Hill we recognise that such an ethos cannot exist in a 

vacuum, and we are a proudly Christian school.  

We welcome pupils of all faith backgrounds and none, 

providing a tolerant and welcoming community that 

allows young people the freedom to wrestle with 

ultimate questions, and come to their own conclusions. 

Academically, these are exciting times for Kingham 

Hill. We believe that schools like ours are increasingly 

important in maintaining the foundations which have 

so shaped our culture. We hold that the study of the 

humanities is rooted in the Biblical assertion that 

humanity is made in the image of God, and that modern 

science grew out of the intellectual commitments of 

Christian Western Europe.

Our school was founded in 1886 by the Christian 

philanthropist Charles Edward Baring Young, a man who 

was never comfortable with the term ‘institution’, and 

instead used his wealth to fund boarding houses offering 

a family home to children of all backgrounds. We seek 

to uphold his charitable vision, and his insistence on the 

importance of feeding both body and soul in all we do. 

Kingham Hill is most definitely a school that 

believes in educating the ‘whole person’.  We seek  

not only academic excellence, but rounded young 

people who know what it means to love both God  

and their neighbour. 

“Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labour in vain.” 

Ps.127:1 

A day in the life...
My name is Hannah.  I’m a day 
student and I’m going to tell you 
a bit about my day at school.

07:05
It takes me 55 minutes to get 
to school in one of the school 
buses. Although it is an early 
start it is always great to see my 
friends.

08:30
Each day starts with registration 
followed by Chapel. We 
sing, hear an interesting 
talk that is usually from the 
Bible and receive important 
announcements.  Sometimes 
there is a drama presentation.
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2020 Vision

We are thoroughly committed to our history and values.  

We are also determined to refine and improve what 

we do – moving with the times whilst retaining our distinctive 

qualities.  We are pursuing a long-term strategy of exciting 

development and on-going improvement.

Growth and Balance

By 2020 we plan to be a school of 400, comprising 200 

boarders and 200 day pupils.  We will continue to employ 

an approach that will ensure that boarders and day pupils 

integrate thoroughly and enjoy being part of one community, 

yet increasingly tailor our provision – guaranteeing that the 

particular interests of each group are amply met.

Five-Day Academic Programme

All pupils are benefitting from our re-worked academic 

timetable that focuses effort in the classroom between Monday 

and Friday.  The rhythm of school life has been enhanced and 

the demands on the parents of day pupils reduced.

Weekend Activities

We are very proud of our Saturday activities programme.  

It both caters creatively for all our boarders and offers an 

attractive option for day pupils and weekly boarders who 

choose to ‘buy in’.  We are constantly looking to expand and 

improve this provision.

More Academic Rigour

It is well established that a carefully constructed five-day 

teaching week enhances learning and improves results.  We 

are committed to ensuring that our pupils are increasingly 

successful.  We have launched Octagon – an academic society 

for the school’s most gifted pupils.  These pupils engage with 

extended studies and critical thinking, hear specialist speakers 

and they enjoy the honour of wearing a distinctive tie or pin.  

Facilities

We are continually improving our facilities.  Our beautiful 

historic buildings benefit from a rolling programme of 

ambitious refurbishment.  We are also implementing a staged 

development programme, to ensure that new buildings are 

constructed to meet the demands of growth and diversification. 

This is a hugely exciting time to be part of the Kingham Hill 

community.

By 2020 we plan to be a school of 400,  

comprising 200 boarders and 200 day pupils.

Tuesday
Most days we have eight 

lessons followed by afternoon 

activities.  On Tuesday the 

activities include various clubs 

and sport.  I particularly enjoy 

using the Fitness Suite.

My name is Lennard.  I’m a boarder 

and I’m going to tell you about an 

average week at Kingham Hill. 

Monday starts, as each day 

does, with breakfast in the Dining 

Hall, followed by our house  

meeting and Chapel.

A week in the life...



7 Kingham Hill School

That Bit Extra

We recognise that paying for independent 

education is a considerable investment.   

The Headmaster and his team are entirely committed  

to ensuring that you receive a handsome return.   

Among other benefits, we would expect pupils to 

achieve at least one exam grade higher per subject than 

initially anticipated, acquire accomplishments in sport, 

music or the creative arts, and grow measurably in  

self-confidence and character. 

We remain true to our founding principles and 

offer places to pupils of differing abilities. Pupils who are 

expected to gain high grades do so; they are especially 

assisted via Octagon, our academic society, ensuring the 

highest possible results.

 Those who find learning more difficult can access 

our superb learning support department. We are proud 

of the astonishingly good results that many of these 

pupils achieve and the self-confidence that they develop. 

Invariably pupils exceed their early potential. This is 

measurably so academically but is also evident on the 

playing field, in the arts and socially. 

All pupils enjoy the benefits of a personal 

academic tutor who will monitor their progress at 

frequent intervals, encourage good learning, and 

challenge and affirm as appropriate. 

Kingham Hill is accredited by CReSTeD. 

“The Headmaster and his team are entirely committed to  

ensuring that you receive a handsome return on your investment.”

A day in the life...

08:45
I like most of my lessons.   
I especially enjoy PSHE.  We 
learn a lot about ourselves, other 
people and important life issues.

10:30
Today I play rounders.  We get 
to do lots of different activities.  
I especially like rounders and 
badminton.
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Boarding and Day

One considerable advantage of being a small to 

medium sized school is that we enjoy a wonderful 

sense of community.  There is richness in diversity – and 

a lot of fun - as boarders and day pupils from the UK, 

overseas, HM Forces families and the American ex-pat 

community, learn and grow together.

Just over half our pupils are boarders.  They feel 

at home in our six attractive and purpose-built boarding 

houses. With the assistance of house tutors, a resident 

husband and wife team look after welfare and pastoral 

care.  Pupils in the Upper Sixth can earn the privilege of 

living in their own university-style accommodation, giving 

greater independence and a preparation for higher 

education. All Prefects gain this as a right.

A five-day teaching week, school transport and 

dedicated facilities ensure that our day pupils are 

provided for wonderfully and feel valued.  They also 

benefit from personal tutoring and the wide choice of 

extra-curricular activities, many of which are timetabled 

during the school day.  Our day housemaster and 

housemistress are always available to pupils and 

their parents.  For a small charge, day pupils can stay 

overnight in one of the boarding houses.

The school’s chaplaincy team and medical and 

counselling staff are there for all pupils as required.  

The school grounds offer space, beauty and endless 

scope for recreation.

We have an ambitious programme of Saturday 

activities for all our boarders.  For a modest fee, day 

pupils and weekly boarders are very welcome to join  

the fun. 

Our pupils benefit from a community that 

engenders a broad understanding of humanity and a 

mature outlook on life.  They are being prepared well for 

success in today’s world.

“Our pupils benefit from a community that engenders a broad 

understanding of humanity and a mature outlook on life.”

A week in the life...
Wednesday
On Wednesday we have only six 

lessons.  In the afternoon we have 

games and matches.  

I play in the football team.   

We sometimes entertain a visiting 

team and sometimes we travel away.

Thursday
Thursday afternoon activities include 

Combined Cadet Force, Scouts and  

Duke of Edinburgh.  

We certainly burn a lot of calories.   

The food is usually great.  And I really  

do eat quite a lot of fruit!
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What our Pupils Learn

Our experienced and dedicated team of 

teachers ensures that learning at Kingham 

Hill is enjoyable, varied and successful. With 

small class sizes and regular academic tutoring, 

pupils feel supported and make excellent 

progress. Pupils benefit from contemporary 

teaching methods, tailored programmes for 

the gifted and talented and those with specific 

learning difficulties, and fascinating field trips. 

Our pupils invariably achieve greater academic 

success than they had thought possible.

“Staff are good role models. Dedicated and 

hardworking, they teach well and provide a 

high level of pastoral care.” ISI Inspection

Subject Areas 

Our curriculum is carefully crafted, regularly 

reviewed and improved upon at every 

opportunity. 

Humanities: English Language and Literature, 

Theology, History, Business Studies, Economics, 

Geography, Leisure Studies, PSHE  

Languages: French, German, Spanish, ESOL 

(English for Speakers of Other Languages) 

Science, Technology and Mathematics:  

Mathematics, Further Mathematics,  

Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Design Technology, 

ICT, Psychology

Performing Arts: Art and Design, Drama,  

Music, Physical Education 

We offer an exciting and unique American 

Studies Program that allows US students the 

opportunity to study at a British independent 

school whilst meeting US educational 

requirements. They can graduate with an 

American high school diploma and receive 

specialist guidance counselling when applying to 

American colleges. The program is endorsed by 

the New England Association of Schools  

and Colleges.

A profile of each subject can be found in 

the ‘Learn’ section of our website: 

www.kingham-hill.oxon.sch.uk

“Our pupils invariably achieve greater academic success  

than they had thought possible.”

A day in the life...

13:40
In the middle of the day I have 
tutor time.  My tutor usually 
checks my diary and is always 
able to offer me help if I need it.  
She bakes amazing cookies!

15:30
We don’t have lots of spare time 
during the day but when we do 
we can spend time with friends 
or join one of the many clubs, 
such as gardening, choc ‘n chat, 
chess or animal club.

Bursaries 
Generous bursaries are available 
for boarding and day pupils 
with special arrangements for 
HM Forces and diplomatic 
families. These are assessed 
on need and all awards 
are subject to availability.  
Where exceptional ability is 
demonstrated, academic, music, 
art and sport scholarships are 
available. These are subject to 
means-testing.  

Assessment Days
Our Assessment Days enable 
us to meet prospective pupils. 
Through a series of tests and 
informal interviews we assess 
whether Kingham Hill is able  
to provide a context in which 
your daughter or son is likely  
to flourish.  
For more details please email  
us at admissions@ 
kingham-hill.oxon.sch.uk  or 
phone 01608 658999. 
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Sixth Form

Speak to one of our Year 12 or 13 pupils and they are 

likely to tell you that being in the Sixth Form is as 

good as school gets. The increasing independence, the 

greater academic challenge and the sheer enjoyment 

of all that life at Kingham Hill offers, make for a very 

fulfilling and memorable two years. Younger pupils look 

to sixth formers for an example and for leadership. It is 

also a time of preparation for the adult world of higher 

education and employment. These are crucial years and 

our team of sixth form tutors do all they can to enable 

pupils to exceed expectations and enter adulthood full of 

confidence, with the skills and qualifications to succeed in 

their future endeavours.  

There are specially dedicated facilities for our sixth 

formers, including a study area, a social centre with its 

own bar, internet café, Sky Digital, DVD, pool table and 

lounge, and a higher education and careers centre. Pupils 

are given expert guidance as they complete their UCAS 

applications. It is satisfying to note that in almost all cases 

pupils secure places at their first choice university or 

successfully find the employment of their preference. 

Most boarding pupils in the Upper Sixth earn the 

privilege of living in more independent accommodation 

in preparation for life beyond their school career.

A sixth form brochure can be found on our web site.

“Our team of sixth form tutors do all they can to enable pupils to exceed expectations and enter 

adulthood full of confidence, with the skills and qualifications to succeed in their future endeavours.”

Extra Qualifications  

Sixth formers are able to gain a wide 

variety of extra qualifications.  

These are very rewarding activities that 

can enhance a CV.

 

BELA (Basic Expedition Leader Award), CCF Leadership Qualifications 

Climbing - Single-Rope Technique, DofE Silver and Gold Awards 

First Aid at Work, National Pool Lifeguard Award, Defibrillator Course

Sports Coaching Awards, Summer Mountain Leadership

A week in the life...
Friday
A few of my friends are weekly boarders 
and they can go home at 5pm on Friday, 
if they wish to.  The rest of us have prep 
as usual in the evening.  It is good to 
get as much study out of the way as 
possible so that we can relax more over 
the weekend.

Friday - snack!
Prep is pretty taxing and so I tend to 
head straight for the kitchen in my 
boarding house and make some toast!
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Our Sporting Life

Our 96-acre site offers outstanding sporting and 

recreational facilities, including floodlit Astroturf 

pitches, tennis courts, a highly regarded cricket square, 

cricket nets and pavilion, several sports fields, sports hall, 

climbing wall, famous assault course and a superb leisure 

complex that includes a 25m swimming pool, gym and 

dance & drama studio. 

Being part of a small to medium size school means 

that every one of our pupils is able to contribute to a 

team sport at competition level, as well as follow an 

individual one. Our teams frequently outclass very much 

larger schools at all levels of competition in our region 

and beyond. We are very proud of pupils who have 

represented the County in various sports. 

Even those who would not normally consider 

themselves to be very ‘sporty’ are encouraged to realise 

what a difference their involvement can make and how 

much fun they can have. 

“Being part of a small to medium size school means that every one of our 

pupils is able to contribute to a team sport at competition level.”

A day in the life...

16:00
At the end of lessons we have 
activities. Today I’m practising 
with the choir as part of The 
Kingham Academy.

17:00
Just occasionally I stay over in 
one of the boarding houses. It’s 
great fun to spend the evening 
and night with my friends. But 
today I’ll be heading home.
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International Pupils

We delight in the wonderful contribution our 

international pupils make to school life.  

Although pupils for whom English is not their first 

language only represent approximately 15% of the school 

roll, they are drawn from about 20 different countries.   

All our pupils are helped to gain a global perspective on 

life, to avoid stereotyping and enjoy the rich benefits of 

glimpsing the cultures of others. 

Our international pupils are fully integrated in the 

school community and the mainstream curriculum.   

They also benefit from specifically tailored input from 

our ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) 

department. The atmosphere in the department is 

relaxed and supportive, yet expectations are high.

Our international pupils work towards taking 

external ESOL examinations. These are validated by the 

University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate 

and include the FCE, CAE and IELTS examinations, 

which are recognised worldwide.  Pupils are also offered 

support for the mainstream curriculum.

We offer a one-year Foundation Course for 

international pupils, which prepares them for the very 

best possible success when they join the Sixth Form. 

 Alongside their courses and tutorial support, pupils 

take part in social activities and enjoy educational trips 

to many places of historic and cultural interest such as 

Warwick Castle, the Tower of London, the London Eye, 

Hampton Court Palace, Oxford, Stratford-Upon-Avon, 

Portsmouth Historic Dockyard and the National Space 

Centre. These experiences help pupils to sharpen their 

communication skills and gain the confidence to use 

English in the classroom. 

Our safe and comfortable setting reassures. It is 

beautifully situated in an area that parents will enjoy 

exploring if they choose to visit. 

Lots more information is available from our web site.

“All our pupils are helped to gain a global perspective on life, to avoid 

stereotyping and enjoy the rich benefits of glimpsing the cultures of others.”

Sunday
Although there is a lot that we can 

do on Sunday, it is usually a good 

chance to relax and spend time with 

friends and around the boarding 

house.  We all get together in the 

Chapel for a service at 8pm.

A week in the life...
Saturday
We have a great programme 

of activities each Saturday.

And you guessed it, I’m not 

standing alongside Big Ben or 

St. Paul’s Cathedral in London 

– it’s the school Chapel!
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Beyond the Curriculum

One of the major attractions of Kingham Hill is the 

open and safe access to a wide range of activities 

on campus, which enhances the all round development 

of our pupils. We have a varied programme of dynamic 

indoor and outdoor activities for all ages. 

For example: the Kingham Academy that offers 

tremendous opportunities in the creative arts and music, 

including the production of regular and very impressive 

musical productions; the Combined Cadet Force that 

helps to encourage self-confidence and initiative, offering 

an extensive programme of activities from parachuting to 

caving; the Scout Troop that is one of the oldest in  

the country; Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme through 

which several pupils each year gain the Gold Award;  

a variety of chaplaincy-led activities for those interested in 

exploring the Christian faith.

In addition we offer more than 20 other clubs 

and activities including photography, ballet, gardening, 

horse-riding, mechanics, animal club, art, choir, debating, 

ceramics, science, several musical bands, golf, stable 

management, choir, swimming, basketball, knitting,  

and canoeing. 

“We have a varied programme of dynamic  

indoor and outdoor activities for all ages. ”

A day in the life...

17:00
It’s been busy and fun and I’m 
now off to join my friends on the 
school bus home.  

18:25
The school didn’t pay the 
photographer enough to come 
home with me to see me doing 
my prep, so I’m pretending to 
do it now in the middle of the 
day!  We get something to do 
every evening. It’s hard work, 
but I know it will pay off in  
the end.
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Our Stunning Location

Most first time visitors to the school experience the ‘wow’ factor 

as they turn into our grounds and make their way along the 

main drive. Kingham Hill is beautifully situated in the heart of the 

Cotswolds, near Oxford, Cheltenham and Stratford-Upon-Avon.  

We are surrounded by delightful, rolling countryside and lie just a 

short walk from Kingham, ‘England’s favourite village’. Chipping 

Norton, a traditional Cotswold market town, is four miles away. 

The school enjoys convenient access to the M40 and M5 

motorways. There is a direct rail connection to London. The regular 

service that stops every hour at peak times at the historic Kingham 

Station means that Paddington Station and Central London via Oxford 

are just 80 minutes away by train. In the other direction Evesham 

and Worcester are easily reached by the same service. We offer a 

collection service from Heathrow Airport, allowing those travelling 

from overseas to be at Kingham Hill in about one and a half hours.

“Kingham Hill is beautifully situated in the heart of the Cotswolds, 

near Oxford, Cheltenham and Stratford-Upon-Avon.”
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This prospectus describes the broad principles upon which Kingham Hill School runs at present and gives an indication of our history, values and ethos. The prospectus is not part of any 

agreement between the parents and the School. Although we believe this information to be correct at the time of printing, certain aspects are subject to change and development.

Please come and see us
We are excited about what it means to be part of the Kingham Hill community.  We would love to meet you and your 

family and show you around.  You are welcome to attend one of our open days; these are special occasions when you 

are able to take a good look at all that makes Kingham Hill so special.  You will be entertained generously.  You can 

also visit during a normal school day when we are able to tailor the occasion to your particular interests and needs.

Open Days can be booked via our web site.  All other visits can be arranged by calling 01608 658999.




